


� Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 
(BRFSS)

� Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS)

� Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring 
System (PRAMS)

Other:

� Trauma Registry

� Hospital Discharge Summary Database



� Alaska Demographics - Young Population but 
often unhealthy lifestyles

� Injury Prevention

� Healthy Alaskans 2000 – first time oral health 
was in a state plan but little surveillance 
information at that time





Shared indicators:

Sealant utilization – MCH Program

Access – Medicaid/SCHIP

Indian Health Service – Tribal Dental Programs

Other Partnerships:

Village Clinics – Denali Commission

Basic Screening Survey

Community Health







• Disease burden kick-
off with Healthy 
Alaskans mid-course 
review (Nov. & Dec. 
2005)

• Public Health 
community familiar 
with HP process and 
objectives



• Objective 21-17: State Infrastructure - State health agency dental 
public health program (CDC-funded implementation in July 
2002) 

• Objective 21-16: Surveillance System - Establish an oral health 
data system to collect/store information on status, trends, 
resources and needs.

• Objective 21-8:  Dental Sealants - Basic Screening Survey (BSS) –
3rd grade sealant utilization at 55% (2007); most village/rural 
schools have school-based/linked sealants

• Objectives 21-1 & 21-2:  BSS (2004-2007) highlighting child caries 
experience, untreated caries and early childhood caries.  

• Medicaid/CHIP Dental Access

• Water fluoridation

• Collaboration with MCH and Head Start



• Objective 21-9:  Support and management of community water 
fluoridation (an ongoing effort)

• CDC Water Fluoridation Reporting System (WFRS): First CDC 
Quality Awards 2003 – State CWF Award Process developed

• Tribal-sponsored water operator training at least annually – oral 
health program presentations at annual water operator conferences

• Local initiatives/activities to implement CWF or to discontinue 
fluoridation

• Objectives 21-10 – 21-11: Use of the oral health care system –

• Enhanced dental services for adult Medicaid recipients 

• CHC dental expansions 

• Increasing private dental participation in Medicaid.



• Sustainability of the state oral health program

• Access to the oral health care system
• Dental workforce activities 

• Medicaid/CHIP Policy – EPSDT Guidance

• Oral cancer exams and Tobacco Control
• Increase oral cancer exams

• Engaging dental providers in tobacco cessation education/referrals

• Partnerships with chronic disease programs
• BSS dental assessments (height & weight data)

• Increase routine dental exams for individuals with 
diabetes



� Oral Health Program has highlighted 
socioeconomic status and racial/ethnic 
disparities as it relates to oral diseases.

� HP2010 – Even more focus on reducing 
disparities and beyond Native v. non-Native

� Expect to continue highlighting underlying 
socioeconomic aspects related to health with 
the HP2020 process.  



� Economic climate

� Staff and funding

� Surveillance and evaluation

� Questions on goal setting – performance 
measurement (e.g., performance based 
budgeting)




